
BU S I N E S S  I M M I G R AT I ON

Welcome
We want to be your destination of choice!  Are you a 
new Canadian interested in finding the perfect location 
for your small business?  With a diverse range of 
opportunities and distinct competitive advantages - 
consider Ontario East.

Opportunities
Be a part of a strong economic region with a highly-skilled and 
motivated workforce.  Ontario East is home to vibrant colleges, 
and research-intense universities each with skills training and 
upgrading programs and English as a second language program 
offerings.  The region boasts available property and market ready 
land, with lower operating costs!  And most communities have 
economic development offices to assist you in developing and 
implementing your plan!



Location 
Ontario East is located between Toronto and Montreal 
– Canada’s two largest cities. Ontario East is home to 
the nation’s capital, Ottawa and borders New York 
State to the south. The well-maintained transportation 
infrastructure provides easy access to family, friends, 
and markets by highway, rail, air or bus – including GO 
Transit in some areas.

Education
Ontario East is home to some of the best schools in the 
country. From elementary through to post secondary, 
the region has a vibrant education system and most offer 
English as a second language programs and opportunities 
to upgrade skills, learn a new trade or further your 
educational studies.

Schools of academic learning enhance the fabric of 
Ontario East. Queen’s University (Kingston), Carleton 
and University of Ottawa (Ottawa), Trent University 
(Peterborough) and University of Guelph (Kemptville 
Campus) are all well respected academic institutions, 
along with numerous colleges including Loyalist 
(Belleville), St. Lawrence (Brockville, Cornwall & 
Kingston), Algonquin (Ottawa), Durham College (Port 
Hope), Fleming (Peterborough, Lindsay & Cobourg), and 
the Royal Military College (Kingston) providing a wide 
range of diploma and degree programs.

Communities
In Eastern Ontario you can choose – an urban centre, 
small town, village or rural setting.  Our communities 
strongly support new investment in local services 
and business. Most communities have small business 
or economic  development offices to assist you. We 
welcome you!

Lower Operating Costs
Doing business in an Ontario East community costs 
less than in larger cities. Land and buildings are more 
affordable, taxes are competitive and there is less 
cost for business overhead. You can live close to your 
business – housing is affordable and commutes to and 
from work are manageable.



Lifestyle
In Eastern Ontario, there is a variety of 
affordable housing with communities offering 
an excellent quality of life.  Located in one of 
Canada’s most picturesque regions the area 
boasts clean lakes, rivers and streams; lush 
forests and outdoor wilderness.  Crime rates 
are lower, and it is a excellent area to raise 
children and grow your business.   In Ontario 
East, life is a balance of work and relaxation – 
a great place to work and play.

Support Services
In most communities you will find readily 
available support services to assist you in 
your planning and development; from offices 
such as your local Community Futures 
Development Program, municipal planning 
or economic development offices, as well 
as both the Ontario Government and the 
Government of Canada offices and websites 
– each providing a wide range of business 
services from planning, to financial support 
or networking opportunities.  We can help! “I love Port Hope. It’s a 

beautiful town.  The people 
(municipal staff) working 
here are so professional. They 
helped me a lot” – Samniang 
Minc Theaphaisoon, Bualai Tast 
of Thai, Port Hope

“We came with 
nothing but a couple 
of suitcases. Eighteen 
years later… own and 
operate a business 
that is (worth) $30 
million.”– Sabby Duthie, 
The Wedgewood 
Brockville & Aquala 
Day Spa, Brockville
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Research indicates that  business immigrants fare 

well in smaller urban or rural communities. Our 

diverse and welcoming communities in Ontario East 

encourage you to consider the wonderful lifestyle and 

affordable business opportunities available throughout 

the region.

Several of our communities are working with the 

Government of Ontario to encourage new Canadians 

to locate in Ontario East’s region of opportunities and 

we look forward to working directly with you. Live 

and thrive in Ontario East!

“In Ontario there are a lot 
more opportunities as there 
aren’t as many people as 
in Germany.” – Andreas 
Vornweg, Bonnechere Valley 
Windows, Renfrew

“Ontario offered me a chance 
to achieve my dreams and 
open my own business.  It 
makes me happy to say 
Ontario East is my home” 
– Hany Girgis, Drugmart 
Pharmacy, Verona

Ask about the 
Ontario East 
advantage!
Contact us at 

1-866.641.EAST (3278)

613.634.8569

www.ontarioeast.ca

info@onteast.com


